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Summary


John Dominic Crossan was born in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary, Ireland, in 1934. He was educated in Ireland and the United States, received a Doctorate of Divinity from Maynooth College, Ireland, in 1959, and did post-doctoral research at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome from 1959 to 1961 and at the École Biblique in Jerusalem from 1965 to 1967. He was a member of a thirteenth-century Roman Catholic religious order, the Servites (Ordo Servorum Mariae), from 1950 to 1969 and an ordained priest from 1957 to 1969. He joined DePaul University, Chicago, in 1969 and remained there until 1995. He is now a Professor Emeritus in its Department of Religious Studies. 


He was Co-Chair of the Jesus Seminar from 1985 to 1996 as it met in twice-annual meetings to debate the historicity of the life of Jesus in the gospels. He was Chair of the Parables Seminar in 1972-76, Editor of Semeia. An Experimental Journal for Biblical Criticism  in 1980-86, and Chair of the Historical Jesus Section in 1993-1998, within the Society of Biblical Literature, an international scholarly association for biblical study based in the United States. 


He has received awards for scholarly excellence from the American Academy of Religion in 1989, DePaul University in 1991 and 1995, and an honorary doctorate from Stetson University, DeLand, FL, in 2003.  


In the last forty years he has written twenty-five books on the historical Jesus, earliest Christianity, and the historical Paul. Five of them have been national religious bestsellers for a combined total of twenty-four months. The scholarly core of his work is the trilogy from The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant (1991) through The Birth of Christianity: Discovering What Happened in the Years Immediately After the Execution of Jesus (1998), to In Search of Paul: How Jesus’s Apostle Opposed Rome’s Empire with God’s Kingdom, co-authored with the archaeologist Jonathan L. Reed (2004). His work has also been translated into twelve foreign languages, including Korean, Chinese,  Japanese, and Russian. 


He has lectured to lay and scholarly audiences across the United States as well as in Ireland and England, Scandinavia and Finland, Australia and New Zealand, Brazil, Japan, and South Africa.  He has been interviewed on 200 radio stations, including four times on NPR’s “Fresh Air” with Terry Gross. He has also been interviewed  on  television networks such as ABC’s PrimeTime, Peter Jennings Reporting, and Nightline, CBS’ Early Show and 48 Hours, NBC’s Dateline, and Fox News’ The O’Reilly Factor, as well as cable programs such as A&E, History, Discovery, and the National Geographic Channel. 
Marcus Borg and Dom Crossan are co-authoring a series of books with HarperOne, San Francisco:  The Last Week: A Day by Day Account of Jesus’s Final Week in Jerusalem (2006);  The First Christmas: What the Gospels Really Teach about the Birth of Jesus (2007); and The First Paul: Reclaiming the Radical Visionary behind the Church’s Conservative Icon (2009).
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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

1934:   
Born in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary, Ireland, on February 17, 1934.

1939-45:
Grade School with the Christian Brothers, Naas, Co. Kildare, Ireland.

1945-50: 
High School at St. Eunan's College, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, Ireland.

1951-57: 
Undergraduate studies in philosophy & theology at Stonebridge Priory, the Major 
Seminary of the Servites, a Roman Catholic religious order, in Lake Bluff, IL, 
USA


1957-59: 
Graduate studies at St Patrick’s College, Maynooth, the theological seminary of 
the National University of Ireland, in Kildare, Ireland. Doctorate in Divinity 
(D.D.) 
granted in June, 1959. Thesis published in required summary format as 
Imago Dei. A Study in Philo and St. Paul.  Rome: Gregorian University Press, 
1961.

1959-61:
Post-doctoral studies in exegesis at the Pontifical Biblical Institute, Rome.



Diploma as Sacred Scripture Licentiate (S.S.L)  granted in June, 1961.

1965-67: 
Post-doctoral studies in archeology at the École Biblique et Archéologique Fran-
çaise de Jérusalem (then in Jordan). Study-visits to all the main sites in  Greece, 
Turkey, Cyprus, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Jordan, Israel, Egypt, Tunisia, 
Mo
rocco. Diploma as Elève titulaire de l'Ecole Biblique granted in June, 1966.

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

1961-65: 
Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies at Stonebridge Priory, Lake Bluff, Illinois.



Guest lectureships at: St. Norbert's Abbey, De Pere, Wisconsin (1963-64); Barat 
College, Lake Forest, Illinois (1963-64); Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois 

(1964-65); St. Mary's College Graduate School, Notre Dame, Indiana (Summers 
of 1964 and 1965).

1967-68:
Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies at Mundelein Seminary, Illinois.

1968-69:
Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies at the Catholic Theological Union, Hyde 

Park, Chicago.

1969-73: 
Associate Professor in the Department of Religious Studies, DePaul University, 
Chicago.

1973-95   
Professor in the Department of Religious Studies, DePaul University, Chicago. 

1995-

Emeritus Professor in the Department of Religious Studies, DePaul University, 
Chicago. 

1996 (Fall)
Croghan Bicentennial Visiting Professor of Religion, Williams College, Wil-
liamstown, MA.

2006 (Spring) Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies, University of Central Florida, Or-
lando , FL

MEMBERSHIPS & POSITIONS

1. Catholic Biblical Association: since 1962.

2. Chicago Society of Biblical Research: since 1964. 


Executive Secretary: 1971-75; Vice President: 1977-78; President: 1978-79.

3. Society of Biblical Literature: since 1964. 


Chair of Parables Seminar, SBL Annual Meeting, 1972-76; 


Member of Research & Publications Committee: 1975-78 & 1983-85;  


Chair of Historical Jesus Section, SBL Annual Meeting: 1993-98. 

4. American Academy of Religion: since 1970

5. Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas: since 1970.

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

1986
 
Faculty Research and Development Summer Research Grant, College of Liberal 

Arts & Sciences, DePaul University, Chicago.

1988-89
University Research Council Sabbatical Grant for Winter Quarter, DePaul 
Uni
versity, Chicago.

1989 

American Academy of Religion Award for Excellence in Religious Studies. Presented at AAR/SBL Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA (18 November 1990).

1991

Ninth Annual Rev. William T. Cortelyou - Martin J. Lowery Award for Excellence from the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, DePaul University.

1992

Faculty Research and Development Summer Research Grant, College of Liberal 

Arts & Sciences, DePaul University, Chicago.

1992-93
University Research Council, DePaul University, Chicago, Sabbatical Grant for 

Spring Quarter, 1993.

1993

University Research Council, DePaul University, Chicago, Grant for Summer research in Rome, Italy, 1993.

1995

Via Sapientiae Award, DePaul University’s highest honor.

2003

Doctor of Humanities. Honorary doctorate from Stetson University, DeLand, FL, `
Saturday, May 10, 2003.

2007

The Albert Schweitzer Memorial Award for Outstanding accomplishment in the 
Critical Study of Religion, from the Center for Inquiry (CFI) & the Committee for 
the Scientific Examination of Religion (CSER), University of California at Davis, 
Thursday, 25 January, 2007.
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